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CONFIDENTIAL MANILA 13289 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, RP 

SUBJECT: MRS. MARCOS'S AMNESTY AS QUALIFIED BY DEFENSE SECRETARY 

1. MANILA PRESS NOVEMBER 9 HEADLINED MRS. MARCOS' ANNOUNCE- 
MENT OF GOP OFFER OF AMNESTY IN HONOLULU TO FILIPINOS LIVING 
ABROAD. AMNESTY DESCRIBED IN FOLLOWING TERMS: "AS OF 
NOVEMBER 7. 1974, THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT IS EXTENDING 
AMNESTY TO ALL FILIPINO CITIZENS LIVING ABORAD WHO MAY HAVE 
COMMITTED POLITICAL ACTS PUNISHABLE UNDER PHILIPPINE LAWS... 
UNDER TERMS OF AMNESTY, SAFE CONDUCT WILL BE GIVEN ANY AND 
ALL FILIPINOS FALLING UNDER THIS SPECIFIED CATEGORY SO THAT 
THEY MAY RETURN TO PHILIPPINES AT THEIR OWN LEISURE WITHOUT 
FEAR OF ARREST, PROSECUTION OR MOLESTATION." 

2. ASKED TO COMMENT ON MRS. MARCOS’ AMNESTY ANNOUNCEMENT, 
DEFENSE SECRETARY PONCE ENRILE AT PRESS CONFERENCE NOV 8 
SAID AMNESTY IS "NOT AUTOMATIC. THOSE WHO WISH TO AVAIL 

OF IT WILL HAVE TO FILE A FORMAL APPLICATION... APPLICA- 
TION WILL BE PROCESSED BY ORGANIZATION CREATED FOR THIS 
PURPOSE." WHEN ASKED IF MANGLAPUS WOULD BE QUALIFIED UNDER 
AMNESTY OFFER, PONCE ENRILE SAID "IF HE WILL APPLY WE WILL 
CONSIDER HIS APPLICATION AND FIND OUT IF HE HAS COMMITTED 
ACTS INIMICAL TO THE COUNTRY'." 
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3. COMMENT: GOVERNMENT HAS TAKEN OR ANNOUNCED A NUMBER 
OF MEASURES RECENTLY WHICH INTENDED TO GIVE APPEARANCE 
OF SLIGHT LIFTING OF MARTIAL LAW SUCH AS TRANSFERRING 
SOME KINDS OF OFFENSES FROM MILITARY TO CIVIILIAN COURTS, 
PUNISHING ERRANT LOCAL OFFICIALS AND PROMISING NEW REFER- 
ENDUM FOR THE PEOPLE, AND AMNESTY DECREE IS VERY MUCH OF 
THIS PATTERN. ALTHOUGH PURPOSE UNDOUBTEDLY INTENDED IN 
PART OF DOMESTIC AUDIENCE, PRIMARY TARGET WOULD APPEAR 
TO BE INTERNATIONAL AUDIENCE OF BANKERS SUCH AS DAVID 
ROCKEFELLER AND UPCOMING MEETING OF CONSULTATIVE GROUP, 
FOREIGN PRESS CRITICS, AND SUCH GENERAL AUDIENCES AS 
UNITED STATES WHICH STILL SHELTERS PRINCIPAL FILIPINO 
CRITICS OF NEW SOCIETY. F.NR TIE'S SOMEWHAT UNGUARDED 
COMMENTS INDICATE AMNESTY DECREE IS LESS THAN A SWEEPING 
RESTORATION OF CIVIL RIGHTS. 

SULLIVAN 
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